Chapter 7 – Boosting Writing Achievement through the Science of Learning


REFLECTION EXERCISE

Learning Leadership in Action

Identify current writing activities and assessments in your educational environment and reflect on how they embody the All Kinds of Minds approach. Then consider how to better support students to develop strong writing skills that prepare them for the various forms of twenty-first-century writing, academic tasks, and assessments.

Example: A team of fifth-grade teachers in an urban Texas school constitute a Professional Learning Community focused on writing. They first consider the neurodevelopmental demands of the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills that are presented in this chapter. Then, they select a writing activity from their own fifth-grade curriculum and analyze it through a neurodevelopmental lens. Next, they look at the alignment of their instruction and determine how their instruction could better support writing production on the state assessment. 

	Writing Activities
	What are the neurodevelopmental demands of this writing activity?
	What are some small wins you could use to better support writing production?

	Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 


	Temporal-sequential ordering—logical progression of ideas

Expressive language—discourse production and elaboration

Higher-order cognition—ideas are linked to a cohesive concept

Social cognition—choosing the right words for the audience

Memory—retrieval of information stored in long term memory
	Each time our PLC meets, discuss one writing activity in our curriculum, understand the neurodevelopmental demands of the activity, and consider the alignment to the state writing assessment. 

	Fifth-grade writing activity:

“My Summer Vacation” 


	Social cognition—choosing the right words, tone, and messages for the audience


	Support social cognition by increasing understanding of writing for different purposes and audiences 

Write three different versions of “My Summer Vacation”:

1. Blog three entries for your classmates 
2. Compose an essay for your teacher highlighting your favorite aspect of the vacation

3. Write an article for the local newspaper’s “Best Vacation Spots” column.


(See blank template on next page.)

Learning Leadership in Action (continued)

	Writing Activities
	What are the neurodevelopmental demands of this writing activity?
	What are some small wins you could use to better support writing production?
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